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Overview 

•  LAMS Update 
•  LAMS and Visualisation 
•  Many kinds of advice 
•  A differential model of advice 



Thank you 

•  Liz Masterman and colleagues at Oxford  
•  Diana Laurillard and Liz Masterman and for keynote 
•  Leanne Cameron & Renee Vance at MELCOE for 

conference organisation 
•  Sarah Knight & JISC for conference sponsorship 
•  Ernie Ghiglione & the LAMS technical team 
•  Chris Alexander and colleagues for publishing the first 

book on LAMS research 
–  Free copy for conference participants 



LAMS Update 

•  LessonLAMS 
•  “Embed” 

–  Thanks to OU and JISC for support 
•  Activity Planner (shown later) 



LessonLAMS & Embed 
•  We are adding an “embed” feature for LAMS sequences in the 

LAMS Community to allow you to embed an authoring view of a 
sequence directly into any webpage (eg, blog) - like YouTube 
embed 

•  Makes it easier for teachers to illustrate good teaching ideas 
using real teaching examples (show rather than describe in text) 

•  Will allow immediate access (no login) to Learner Preview, and 
access to full Author view (including editing) in LessonLAMS 

•  Any teacher can easily post sequences straight to the web, and 
colleagues who find them can easily preview them (as Learners) 
and use them with students within minutes (via LessonLAMS) 



LessonLAMS & Embed 

•  Demonstration 



LAMS & Visualisation 

•  The conference proceedings include a paper with a 
historical view of LAMS and visualising designs 
–  Focus on the Authoring environment 

•  Some of the strengths and limitations of LAMS were a 
byproduct of our approach to visualisation, especially: 
–  No XML 
–  Visual flow of activities 
–  Only permit authoring of designs that could be run 
–  Offer only activity tools and settings that could be run 
–  But: these assumptions meant a necessary simplification of LD 



Many kinds of advice 

•  A cooking lesson… 





Many kinds 
of advice 



Many kinds of advice 

•  Apart from the “runnable” learning design that can be 
shared with educators (IMS LD XML, LAMS export file, 
etc), there are many kinds of accompanying advice: 
–  Advice on developing whole of course teaching structures 
–  Advice on how to edit designs for different purposes 
–  Advice on micro-level elements, such as question phrasing 
–  Advice suitable for rapid adoption of a design 
–  Advice suitable for major course redevelopment 
–  Advice on background pedagogical theories 
–  Advice on interconnections among discipline topics 
–  Advice on practical management of a running design  
–  Advice on how to facilitate discussion within a running design 
–  …. and advice that is brief or detailed! 



Many kinds of advice 

•  Examples from: 
–  LDSE project 
–  Phoebe 
–  AUTC Learning Design project 
–  LAMS Community & Teachers Guide 
–  Patterns & LD paper 
–  …and many others 

–  LAMS Activity Planner – various recent approaches 















Example – “Jigsaw” 



















LAMS Activity Planner 

•  New system “above” LAMS for selecting pre-built 
templates of good activities, together with new 
simplified editor 
–  Available as commercially licensed software (not OSS) – to 

help support ongoing OSS LAMS development 

•  The Activity Planner provides features for structuring 
and editing the advice and templates provided 
–  So any expert designer can create their own “planners” 



Background: Creating an Activity Planner - editing a “node” + adding a sequence 



Selecting from among different pedagogical approaches 



Overview of an approach (role play), with links to example & templates 



Specific Role Play example, with links to student Preview & simple editor 



Specific Role Play example - Simple one page editor for content in the template 



One page editor showing contextual help via “Editing Advice” 























Types of Advice 

•  So… what can we learn from these different types of 
advice? Here are some reflections: 

(1) There are different “levels” of advice in terms of 
granularity of the educational process 
–  Some advice relates to the design of whole courses (and 

even higher level issues such as how an institution operates) 
–  Some advice relates to the selection/editing/running of 

designs at the level of a class/week (“unit or module” level) 
–  Some advice relates to micro-level decisions within designs, 

such as how to phrase (or rephrase) a single questions 



Types of Advice 

(2) There are various kinds of practical advice 
–  Editing/Authoring advice, eg: 

•  How to use features of software 
•  How to much text to use per activity 

–  Implementation/“running” advice, eg: 
•  How to manage elapsed time (especially in asynchronous 

contexts) 
•  How to manage student groups and groupwork 



Types of Advice 

(3) Pedagogical advice comes in several flavours 
–  There is the pedagogy of the chosen design, eg, the theory 

behind the structure (PBL, role play, etc) 
–  There is discipline-based pedagogical advice – how to link 

between topics, the order of topics, choice of examples, etc 
•  Which if combined with the technology suggests TPACK 

–  There is pedagogical advice about how to facilitate forums (ie, 
teacher actions at run time) 



Types of Advice 

(4) Effective advice may vary with context and time 
–  Advice appropriate to a teacher of a well established course 

may be different to advice for a new/redeveloped course 
•  And advice may be different between a successful course 

and a problematic course (or course element) 
–  Advice that may be ideal for a teacher with considerable time 

for preparation may be different to the ideal advice for a 
rushed teacher preparing a class on Sunday night 

–  A teacher may not be “ready” to hear certain advice until they 
have experienced certain teaching situations or problems 

•  Some advice depends on professional development 



A Differential Model of Advice 

•  How to put this all together? 
–  I think we can put aside practical advice – this will always be 

needed, but isn’t central to a theoretical model of advice 
–  I think discipline advice is important, but rarely generalises (at 

least, not in the way that generic approaches like PBL, role 
plays can generalise across disciplines), so we can treat it 
separately 

–  I think we can separate authoring/editing advice from 
implementation/running advice; and while both are important, 
we can focus on the first category (for now) 

–  So with these limitations, I think we can focus particularly on 2 
main elements (granularity and time), with pedagogical theory 
as an orthogonal issue, but which can vary with the other 2 
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A Differential Model of Advice 

•  So does this help? 
–  It may assist us to acknowledge different kinds of advice, and 

their relationships, and how different systems instantiate 
different choices about advice 

–  It may help us to note which kinds of advice are missing in 
different contexts 

–  It may indicate points of connection between different LD 
systems (ie, “hand-off” from one system to another) 



A Differential Model of Advice 

•  The big question: Can this model help us to discover 
which types of advice are most effective at helping 
teachers? 
–  Or more precisely, which types of advice for which contexts 

(eg, course redevelopment, late Sunday night, etc), for which 
teachers (experienced vs novice), etc 

•  My anecdotal experiences of different Activity Planner 
structures and layouts are suggestive – could we 
conduct thorough empirical research on the impact of 
different kinds of advice? 


